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Why RECs in Canada?

Respond to climate change

e |[ncrease pressure and need to reduce emissions

Overcome the challenge of provincial silos

e Energy markets different from market-to-market

Enhance communities

e RECs are democratically controlled and can generate local economic
opportunities

Limited research on RECs in Canada

e Our report is first of its kind in the country
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Researc
Questio

What is the current state of affairs for RECs in
Canada?

How can RECs overcome obstacles and leverage
opportunities within the Canadian market?



Data
Collection

Desk Research

* Demographics

e Mapping

e Energy mix

® Board make-up
* Type of co-op

Interviews

e Barriers

e Enablers
e Trends
e Next steps
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Figure 4: Growth of RECs across Canada and in the provinces considering the foundation date*®
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Figure 5: RECs across provinces considering the foundation date, excluding Ontario
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Interviews




Participant's overview: Geographic distribution

( Number of interviewees by province
. Provinces with one or more interviewees

Provinces without respondents



Current Status of RECs in Canada: interviews

“How would you characterize the REC
sector in your province or in Canada?”




Perceptions of public and policy-makers interest in RECs
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"Q think that the
1 general public is
interested in RECs
L1t C

think that policy-
makers don't see
value in RECs
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Benefits of RECs

ECONOMIC

o Keep the money local

o Provide investment return

o Create local jobs

o Financially independent business
model

TECHNICAL

o Short transmission lines
o Decentralized energy
systems

SOCIAL

o Promote local and diverse
ownership

o Work as an educational tool

o Create responsible and
informed consumers

o Promote renewable energy

acceptance

ENVIRONMENTAL

o Fight climate change
% o Advance energy transition
o Create recycling alternatives



Barriers to RECs

Economic I

Internal barriers

[ Operational I

Barriers to renewable
energy co-operatives [ Economic I

[ Technical ]

[P

[ Regulatory I

[ Social I




Barriers to RECs - Internal barriers

[

Economic = Costs of hiring specialists

(ﬁ Operational

=Volunteer burnout




Barriers to RECs - External barriers

External barriers

©
" Economic l

K

—

=Transmission and distribution costs

Technical

] =Poor grid infrastructure and capacity

o
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Political

= ack of support from provincial
governments

Vs
/f Regulatory

] =Complex and cost-prohibitive securities
regulations

l

Social

|

=| ack of public awareness about RECs



Drivers and enablers

Al

Drivers

Operational

e

- e

Internal capital raising

Government funding
Loans from credit unions

Tax-saving accounts

Small Scale Generation regulation
Feed-in Tariffs

Net metering

Board with expertise

Dedicated staff



Future perspectives

Leveraging Opportunities in the Next Five Years
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Recommendations

1. Validate data in map

2. Seek funding to support an event

3. Create a League



Timing

@ February @ July

Release report Connections Grant

Gathering
Data validation

@ Ongoing @ Fall 2022 / Winter 2023



=
7
,::;’/J /


mailto:marc-andre.pigeon@usask.ca
mailto:mab714@usask.ca
mailto:renata.leonhardt@usask.ca

