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Government that Works for People: 
Policy Development and the Social Economy

Dear Friends:

Over the past four years,  NORDIK Institute and the Community Economic Social Development Program at Algoma University have been engaged in an exciting research collaboration with the Universities of Saskatchewan and Winnipeg, entitled:  Linking, Learning, Leveraging: Social Enterprises, Knowledgeable Economies and Sustainable Communities.  On April 27, 28, and 29, 2010, in Sault Ste. Marie we shall be exploring the policy implications of that research, and we would very much like you to be a part of that.  
Because of your experience and knowledge within the social economy, we feel that you could make an important contribution to assisting us in developing recommendations to government on how to strengthen, expand and support the social economy in rural, remote, First Nations and urban centres of Northern Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.  This work comes at a key time for our region, as we are transitioning from a resource-based economy to economies that are based on sustainability, local strengths, and the peoples of our region.

How can government support us as we make this transition?  What are the policies which will foster and expand the development of the social economy, local decision-making, and strong local leadership in rural, remote, First Nation and smaller urban centres?  What financing strategies are needed?  These are some of the questions which we will ask ourselves.

The two days shall be a combination of presentations of some of the research of the Linking, Learning, Leveraging project, small group discussion, and larger plenary sessions where we try to develop the recommendations to take forward to various levels of government.  And we’re hoping to have some fun too!

We hope that you will be able to take time from your busy schedule to come and join us.  RSVP to Rob Rawn at Robert.Rawn@algomau.ca or 1-705-949-2301 ext 4370. 

Sincerely,
Gayle Braod, PhD

Assistant Professor

Dept. of Community Development and Social Welfare 

Algoma University

PS. We are able to provide travel subsidies. 

AGENDA

Tuesday, April 27:

· 6 pm – 9pm Reception and Registration

Wednesday, April 28:   

Day’s Focus: 

How can government support, strengthen and enhance the social economy as we transition to resilient communities? What policy changes do we need?

· Dr. Lou Hammond-Ketilson, U. of Saskatchewan
· Panels, plenaries & small group discussion

Evening Social:  Bus to dinner at Garden River First Nation Community Centre

Thursday, April 29:  
Day’s Focus:

How can communities and researchers work together to influence policy and change?
· Policy-makers will discuss how to exert pressure on policy-making

· Panels will discuss how they have successfully influenced policy making

· Small group discussions and plenaries
NB:  Attendees are requested to draft some policy alternatives before the conference. Contact Rob Rawn to assist with poster development. 

[Detailed agenda to follow]
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