Colin Anderson, graduate

student at the University of

presentation at ﬂae'l‘hinkLoca!
First evening in Westmount
School Complex on Monday,
February 2nd.

wﬁfﬁ"ﬁg towards a PhD in

ﬂlde Several of his grof']i

ects Farm to
Ruwrch Harvest Moon Food

and the Harvest Moon Society.

Colin grew up on a grain farm just
outside of Cypress River,
Manitoba.

“This rural upbringing fuels | munity development,”

my 1nlerest m rul'al, and farm

great deal yc{ this evolution went

largely unnoticed to my young
eyes. It was not until I moved into
the city that I gained a new per-
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but the blggest reason is that
economies cannot grow without
support, and local support is one
of the most valuable things you
have to offer your community.

By choosing to support locally
owned businesses, you help
ensure that we have choice and‘
diversity of products and services.
More support means more busi-

‘nesses can thrive. More business-

es mean more choice.

Locally owned enterprises
build strong neighbourhoods by
sustaining communities, linking
neighbours and by contributing
more to local causes . Local own-
ershlp means tha
sions are made Iocally by people

who live in the community and
who will feel the impacts of those
decisions.

Your dollars spent in locally-
owned businesses have up to fif-
teen times the impact on your
community as dollars spent out-

Because local businesses ba
locally, advertise in local m
and hire locail aocoungaw;;s. ;
ney and employees. When shop-
ping ldcaﬂymlg you muhaneohﬁ?
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create jobs, invest in community

improvement and promote com-
outlined

Audrey Bessette.

The keynote speaker of; ‘§:

Umverslty of ‘Manitoba in the

evening was Colin.

Environment Conservation Lab

side your community. Why?

Think Local Fxrst' “Fmd Euf
How We Can Plant the Seeds fora
Sustainable Future”. The Lorne
CDC hosted a workshop to launch
their new campaign supportmg
e sy
y, Febru
was frigid but a keen gwd was
welcomed to a warm and inviting
venue. Lorne CDC Board mem-
bers were on hand to presenta
ﬁrstmaseriesofleoalz-' My

late 2006 and allr mandate is to
foster the social and economic
development of the R. M. or
Lorne. Last April, I had the
oppdrtumty to attend a three-day
session “Capturing Opportunities”
in Brandon. Several of the ses-
J sions, which I attended were pre-
|se:nted by Michael Shuman,

author of The Small-mart
'Revolution, and were exactly
- what our committee was looking

[ for to help increase the economic

| development of Lorne

Mumczpahty His two_sessions

‘Going L “and “*Smallmart
Revo’liigig: ovide

many i we hﬁpe to impler
in the coming year. P'gtpof' .
initiative is this session tomght

called “Think Local First’ is high-
li g how we

“duction.

Audrey Bessette, the Lorne
CDC Economic Development
Officer presented some advice on
Why Think Local?
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spective as I reflected on these
changes in retrospect. With a new
set of eyes. I was able to recognize
a growing set of interconnected
problems facing family farms and
rural  communities. Declining
services, a dwindling and aging
population and the erosion of
infrastructure in my own commu-
nity wa‘sedpedmps_ most recently
manifested in the announced clo-

sure of the elementary school that
I attended.

issues plaguing rural
are complex, systemic

The
Canada

Interested individuals attended the Think Local First Evening
opportunity to visit with some local producers and taste samples of
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and troubling. PR _

Yet family farming and rural
communities are an integral part
of our culture, identify our natural
environment and are fundamental
to the food security of urban and
rural residents alike. Further,
rural communities are wonderful
places to visit, to live and to raise
a family in. We must not sit idle
as we continue to lose family
farms and erode the basis of our
rural communities. [ believe that
a combination of individual acts
and collective action can reverse

the trend of rural and farm

decline. To that end, I have decid-
ed to undertake an action research
project through my PhD program
at the University of Manitoba that
will at once work towards change

and contribute. to a deeper under-
standing of the farmv/rural crisis by
exploring possible solutions,”
emphasized Colin, -
Anderson’s topics included the
grass roots and development of
the Harvest Moon Society with its
mandate of “Healthy Land,
Healthy Communities, Healthy
Food. What is Local?” He
stressed how important it is for the
farmers to develop a connection
with the people who are using
their product as well as the value
of having communities develoF a
local food initiative. Finall ¢
building bridges - growing local,
getting vocal - local for local!
Testimonials were presented by

to page 15

to learn. As well, they had an
products available that evening,






