
John Anderson directs the work of the Canadian Co-operative Association’s 
Government Affairs and Public Policy unit, which is in charge of government relations 
and relations with all parties at the federal level, as well as public policy development, 
the social economy, agriculture, housing and homelessness, and other issues. John was 
formerly involved in a number of capacities with the Canadian Council for Social 
Development; he developed the Community Social Data Strategy with Statistics Canada; 
and is the former director of research and senior economist for the Centre for Social 
Justice in Toronto. John is a founding member and on the steering committee of the Make 
Poverty History Campaign, and is the author and co-author of a number of studies 
focusing on urban poverty, pay equity, and employment issues. 
 
Karan Aquino is an advisor to the World Heritage and Stewardship Partnerships of the 
Pikangikum First Nation’s Whitefeather Forest Initiative; she is also executive director of 
the Ontario Living Legacy Trust. She has participated in watershed management and 
research in northern Thailand, working with local groups to promote community forestry 
and sustain-able upland agriculture in ethnic minority villages. She has held various 
positions with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and volunteers with 
international development organizations and women’s groups. 
 
Monique Beaudoin is the Ontario regional co-ordinator of the Canadian Community 
Economic Development Network (CCEDNet), a national, member-based, democratic 
organization made up of CED organizations and practitioners from across Canada. 
Monique has worked for more than twenty-five years with community organizations and 
women’s groups, and in 1992 was awarded the Canada 125 Achievement Award for her 
human rights work in Central America. She has played a key role in ensuring the 
participation of the CED and social economy sectors in the development of the Ontario 
Social Economy Program, and has contributed to the development of Économie solidaire 
de l’Ontario as well as the Ontario CED Network and the Northern Ontario CED 
Network. She and her colleagues are currently completing a participatory action research 
project on comprehensive commu-0nity economic development initiatives that contribute 
to social inclusion. Monique sits on the board of a community arts organization, a 
grassroots CED organization, and a regional environmental coalition; she has also been a 
member of Sudbury’s Justice with Dignity Committee. 
 
Marie Bouchard is Canada Research Chair on the Social Economy and a faculty 
member in the Business School at the University of Québec at Montréal. She is the 
principal investigator of CIRIEC-International’s Scientific Commission on the Social and 
Co-operative Economy and is currently overseeing the Working Group on Methods and 
Indicators for the Evaluation of the Social and Co-operative Economy. Marie’s other 
research interests include social innovation, business and society, collective enterprises, 
social housing, and local development. 
 
Gayle Broad teaches in a number of departments (Community Economic and Social 
Development, Political Science, Social Welfare, Sociology, and Law and Justice) at 
Algoma University College in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. She has expertise and research 
interests in community economic and social development, sociology and social welfare, 



law and politics, public legal education, violence against women, poverty issues, and 
participatory action research. 
 
Susannah Cameron is the founding executive director of the Canadian Community 
Investment Network, a national network of community loan funds, co-op funds, micro-
loan funds, social enterprise funds, and financial institutions with community financing 
pro-grams. From 2000 to 2003, she managed the ACCESS Riverdale Community Loan 
Fund in Toronto, and prior to that, she co-ordinated Calmeadow’s microfinance resource 
centre. Susannah has a master’s degree in rural planning from the University of Guelph. 
She is currently a research affiliate at Brandon University in Manitoba. 
 
Tom Carter is Canada Research Chair in Urban Change and Adaptation and professor of 
Geography at the University of Winnipeg. He has also served as director of Urban and 
Regional Research at the Institute of Urban Studies. Prior to joining the university in 
1985, Tom was executive director of the Research and Policy Development Division with 
the Saskatchewan Housing Corporation and held various positions in research and 
program delivery with the corporation from 1974 to 1985. During the early seventies he 
was executive officer in charge of the Urban Economics Research Division of the 
National Capital Development Commission in Canberra, Australia. He has worked as a 
consultant in the housing field and has lectured in Geography, Housing, Urban Studies, 
and City Planning at the universities of Brandon, Regina, Manitoba, and Winnipeg. 
 
Cindy Coker is the executive director for SEED Winnipeg, Inc., a community economic 
development organization in Winnipeg. She has many years of experience in the 
economic development field, using primarily a worker co-op model for enterprise 
development, and providing advice and training in management and financial systems 
design, board and staff training, and strategic planning. Cindy serves on a number of 
Canadian boards including the Winnipeg Inner-City Research Alliance, the Co-operative 
Promotion Board, and the Manitoba Co-operative Association. In the US, she is a board 
member for Childspace Cooperative Development, Inc. in Philadelphia, a member of the 
Charitable Cooperative Trust in Boston, and was an organizing member of the National 
Network of Sector Partners. 
 
Warren Crossman was born in Saskatoon and has lived in Swift Current, Battleford, and 
Melville. After working at Allan Potash Mine as a metallurgical technician, he worked for 
twenty-five years as a district representative and member services co-ordinator with 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. In 2001 he became the Saskatchewan region manager for the 
Canadian Co-operative Association; in 2003 the region incorporated as the Saskatchewan 
Co-operative Association, where he currently serves as its executive director. Warren is 
passionate about the co-operative model, theology, the natural world, and living simply in 
Saskatchewan.  
 
Albert Daoust is manager of policy research with the Co-operatives Secretariat in 
Ottawa, where he has worked for the last ten years. His functions include analysis of 
government policies and their impact on co-operatives, and co-ordination of the 
secretariat’s research activities, with the goal of improving the understanding of co-



operatives and their contribution to the economy and Canadian society. He also worked on 
the development and implementation of the federal government’s new Co-operative 
Development Initiative. Before joining the Co-operatives Secretariat, Albert held different 
positions with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, notably in grains market analysis, crop 
insurance, and farm income safety net policies. 
 
Brett Fairbairn is head of the Department of History at the University of Saskatchewan 
and former director of the Centre for the Study of Co-operatives. He is the principal 
investigator for the centre’s on-going SSHRC project titled Co-operative Membership 
and Globalization: Creating Social Cohesion through Market Relations. Other research 
interests include co-operative history in Canada, Germany, and throughout the world, and 
the development of participatory democratic cultures. He has served as chair of the 
Saskatchewan Archives Board and president of the Saskatoon Community Clinic and the 
Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation. In 2002 Brett was a recipient of the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal in recognition of service to his community through both 
the Centre for the Study of Co-operatives and the Saskatchewan Archives Board. 
 
Derek Gent manages a portfolio of locally based investments in nonprofit, co-operative, 
and values-based businesses at Vancity Capital Corporation, a venture capital arm of 
Vancity Credit Union in Vancouver. In the past, Derek has worked for a management 
consulting firm, an indigenous bank in Bangladesh, and held various positions related to 
investment and corporate social responsibility in BC’s credit union sector. He is currently 
involved with the Social Planning and Research Council of British Columbia, the Federal 
Roundtable on the Social Economy, and the BC Co-operatives Association. In addition, 
he regularly teaches a course in development finance at Simon Fraser University. 
 
Michael Gertler is a Fellow in Community and Co-operative Development at the Centre 
for the Study of Co-operatives at the University of Saskatchewan. He is also a member of 
the Department of Sociology, where he teaches the sociology of communities, rural 
sociology, and the sociology of agriculture. His research interests include co-operatives 
and sustainable development, co-op membership and new forms of regional integration, 
and the roles of co-operatives in agricultural and local food systems. Michael is academic 
co-lead of the Community Economic Development Module, Community-University 
Institute for Social Research at the University of Saskatchewan, and current president of 
the Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation.  
 
Jessica Gordon Nembhard teaches in the Afro-American Studies Program and The 
Democracy Collaborative at the University of Maryland, College Park. She is also a 
consultant to the Preamble Center in Washington, DC. She was senior economist at 
Morgan State University’s Institute for Urban Research from 1997-2000 and at the same 
time was a visiting scholar and Senior Urban Fellow at Brown University’s Annenberg 
Institute for School Reform. Prior to that Jessica spent four years as an economic 
development analyst for the Black Community Crusade for Children of the Children’s 
Defense Fund. Her current areas of interest include democratic community-based 
economic development, alternative urban development strategies, co-operative economics, 
race and economic inequality, wealth inequality, and popular economic literacy. She is 



also involved with the Black Enterprise Board of Economists, the National Economic 
Association, and the District of Columbia Economic Club. 
 
Lou Hammond Ketilson is director of the Centre for the Study of Co-operatives at the 
University of Saskatchewan and principal investigator of the project Linking, Learning, 
Leveraging: Social Enterprises, Knowledgeable Economies, and Sustainable 
Communities, which earned the centre the largest Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council grant in the university’s history. In addition to the social economy, 
Lou’s research interests include management in co-ops and other democratic 
organizations, women in co-operatives, Aboriginal co-op development, and diversity on 
co-op boards and governance bodies. Lou recently returned to the centre after serving 
five years as associate dean in the College of Commerce. Concurrent with her role as 
director of the centre, she also spent six months in 2005 as acting co-director of the 
Community-University Institute for Social Research. She is involved in an ongoing 
advisory capacity with both the Saskatchewan First Nations Co-operative and the First 
Nations Agricultural Council. 
 
Wayne Helgason is executive director of the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg. He is 
also involved in a variety of positions with numerous other organizations and initiatives, 
including the United Way of Canada, the Canadian Council on Social Development, the 
Canadian Health Network, Volunteer Canada, the Aboriginal Centre of Winnipeg, and 
the Centre for Aboriginal Human Resource Development. Past involvements include the 
Canadian Science Centre for Human and Animal Health, the Canada West Foundation, 
the Aboriginal Council of Winnipeg, Manitoba Hydro, the National Association of 
Friendship Centres, the Centre of Excellence for Child and Youth Centred Prairie 
Communities, and the North American Indigenous Games. Wayne was a recipient of the 
Social Justice Research Award in 2000 and the Queen’s Jubilee Award in 2003 for his 
service to the community. In addition to lecturing locally on topics such as children at 
risk, poverty, employment and training, Aboriginal self-government, human rights, and 
social security reform, Wayne has also lectured at the University of Toronto Faculty of 
Preventative Medicine, the Banff School of Management, and the Canadian Centre for 
Management Development in Ottawa. 
 
Keith LePoudre is the manager of the First Nations Agricultural Council of 
Saskatchewan, a new body dedicated to developing a strong, viable, and sustainable 
agricultural sector for both on and off reserve status Indians in the province. He worked 
previously as manager of field operations in Duck Unlimited Canada’s Saskatoon office, 
which is devoted to habitat conservation in working towards sustaining waterfowl and 
other wildlife diversity on First Nations lands in the province. He is also on the advisory 
board of the Centre for Studies in Agriculture, Law, and the Environment at the University 
of Saskatchewan. 
 
Rosalind Lockyer is the executive director of the PARO Centre for Women’s Enterprise, 
a northwestern Ontario women’s community loan fund that provides educational 
programs and business counseling and support to enhance micro-enterprise development, 
skills training, and networking opportunities among women. Rosalind’s prior work as a 



teacher, entrepreneur, and community developer left her blatantly aware of systemic 
women’s issues and determined to work for positive change. In 1995 she began working 
with women in northwestern Ontario to help found and grow PARO. Under her 
leadership the organization has received significant recognition for its contributions — 
the Soroptimist of Americas Eastern Canada Award for Advancing the Status of Women 
in 2002, and the Chamber of Commerce Awards for Business Excellence: Not-for-Profit 
in 2004. In 2005 Rosalind was awarded the Influential Women of Northern Ontario 
Award — Public Sector, which recognized her leadership in building PARO into the 
dynamic, multifaceted women’s community economic development program that it is 
today. Rosalind is also a founding director of the Canadian Women’s Community 
Economic Development Council, vice-chair of the Canadian CED Network’s policy 
council, and an advisory committee member for the Pan-Canadian Community 
Development Learning Network and the Ontario CED Network.  
 
Brendan Reimer is the regional co-ordinator for the Canadian CED Network Prairies and 
Northern Territories region, providing staff support for CCEDNet’s National Policy 
Council as well as supporting the emergence of provincial networks in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. He has been part of CCEDNet’s participatory action 
research project studying how CED is used as an effective strategy to facilitate social 
inclusion in communities. He also serves on the executive of the Manitoba Research 
Alliance as well as the steering committee of the newly formed CED Technical Assistance 
Service in Winnipeg. Brendan has volunteered for seven years on the board of LITE, a 
fundraising organization that builds awareness of CED and social enterprises while raising 
money in support of social enterprises and employment development in Winnipeg’s inner 
city. 
 
José Reyes is a member of the Canada Colombia Minga, an international committee of 
representatives from Canadian and Colombian social organisations devoted to political, 
social, economic, and environmental peace and justice in Colombian communities. He has 
also been involved with the Ontario Healthy Communities Coalition, working with local 
governments, community groups, and individuals to achieve the social, economic, and 
environmental health and well being of community members. And he is a co-founder of 
the Association of Holistic Development (ASOPRICOR) in Colombia, a nonprofit 
organisation of six hundred family members involved in community development projects 
on food sufficiency, self-employment, and democratic rights. José is currently a graduate 
student at Algoma University College. 
 
Anne Reynolds is the assistant director of the University of Wisconsin Center for 
Cooperatives. She has led numerous workshops on board leadership, board roles and 
responsibilities, and strategic planning. She also works with groups on new co-operative 
initiatives and has participated in research and co-op development projects in the areas of 
governance, member satisfaction and loyalty, co-operative education, value-added 
agriculture, and rural co-operatives. Anne serves on several boards, including The 
Cooperative Foundation, the Wisconsin Federated Youth Foundation, the Senior 
Cooperative Foundation, and the Association of Cooperative Educators. Prior to her 



position with the Center for Cooperatives, Anne worked at the Credit Union National 
Association. 
 
Wayne Storozuk has owned and operated his own public accounting practice for the last 
sixteen years. He is involved with First Nation Band administration, which includes 
working with First Nation governments, band members, tribal councils, community 
development corporations, banks, and various federal and provincial departments. He has 
also been engaged with First Nation economic development projects, including project 
management, business plan development, and setting up and overseeing the operations of 
gas bar and confectionery stores on reserves. As chief financial officer, he is ultimately 
responsible for all the financial activities of each store, including the preparation of 
operating and capital budgets, financing plans, loans and grant applications, and day-to-
day operating responsibilities including the collection and processing of financial 
information, approval and payment for purchases, and preparation of monthly financial 
statements. He is also involved with the Saskatchewan First Nations Co-operative. 
 
Len Usiskin is the manager of Quint Development Corporation, a not-for-profit 
community economic development organization whose mission is to enhance the 
economic and social well being of Saskatoon’s core neighbourhoods. Quint’s current 
primary activities are working on affordable housing initiatives, employment and training, 
and supporting small business and community enterprise development. Len also sits on 
the boards of the Community First Development Fund of Saskatoon and co-directs the 
CED research module of the Community-University Institute for Social Research at the 
University of Saskatchewan. 
 
Kate Waygood is the community co-director of the Community-University Institute for 
Social Research in Saskatoon. As a member of Saskatoon City Council from 1979 to 
2003, Kate consistently advocated for a strong city centre and programs that supported 
neighbourhood rejuvenation. As past chair of Heritage Canada, a board member of the 
Saskatchewan Heritage Foundation, and current chair of Western Development 
Museums, she has national, provincial, and local experience with heritage and culture 
issues. She is also employed by the Saskatoon Health Region as a community developer, 
working with a variety of nonprofit organisations including the YWCA, the Child Hunger 
and Education Program, and Quint Economic Development Corporation. Kate has written 
on neighbourhood planning and made many presentations on successful housing 
initiatives and social planning programs in Saskatoon. 


